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Symposium at Englewood Hospital on Jewish Genetic Diseases
and Their Impact on Families

n Sunday, Sept 21, trom

10am-2pm, Englewood
Hospital and Medical Center
will present a valuable opportu-
nity to learn about genetic con-
ditions that are common in the
Ashkenazic-Jewish communi-
ty. This Symposium on Jewish
Genetic Diseases will also offer
optional, onsite reproductive
genetic carrier testing.

The topics covered at
this event resonate strongly
among the Ashkenazi-Jewish
population. One in five Jews
of Eastern-European ancestry
is a carrier of one or more ge-
netic conditions—and may not
be aware of it. The most com-
mon Jewish genetic diseases for
which Ashkenazi Jews are at
risk include Tay-Sachs, Cystic
Fibrosis, and the BRCA muta-
tion for breast, ovarian, pros-
tate, and pancreatic cancers.

”The information that will
be presented during this sym-
posium will be most helpful

to couples who want to learn
more about the full spectrum
of testing options currently
available to them,” said Faith
Frieden, MD, Chief of the Ob-
stetrics/Gynecology Depart-
ment at Englewood Hospital
and Medical Center. “Many
families are lulled into a false
sense of security if they have
already had a healthy child, but,
in fact, these couples are still
candidates for carrier screen-
ing, given the inheritance pat-
terns of these genetic diseases.
Accurate information is essen-
tial for making informed de-
cisions.”
Presentations

In addition to offering
on-site reproductive genetic
carrier testing, the symposium
will feature a comprehensive
program of presentations by
widely respected physicians
and geneticists, including:

* “Reproductive Carrier
Screening in the Ashkenazi
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Jewish Community,” present-
ed by Randi E. Zinberg, MS,

CGC, Mount Sinai School of

Medicine, and Faith Frieden,
MD, Chief of OB/Gyn at En-
glewood Hospital and Medi-
cal Center.

* “Family Odysseys
Through Genetic Diseases:
Personal Family Experiences
With Tay-Sachs and ML4”—
Stanley Michelman, Jewish
Genetic Disease Consortium,
and Randy Yudenfriend Glaser,
CSW, Jewish Genetic Disease
Consortium,

* “Pre-Implantation Genet-
ic Diagnosis: The New Frontier
of Genetics”—Rabbi David
Fuld, Shaare Zedek Medical
Center in Jerusalem,

Breast Cancer

*» “The Genetic Informa-
tion Non-Discrimination Act of
2008 (GINA) and Its Impact on
Health Choices, Employment
and Insurance Practices”—Ju-
dith L. Palkovitz, MA, Hadas-
sah.

* “An Overview of He-
reditary Breast Cancer and
the High-Risk Breast Cancer
Program at The Leslie Simon
Breast Care and Cytodiagno-
sis Center”—Rosalyn Stahl,
MD, Director, High Risk Breast
Cancer Program at Engle-
wood Hospital and Medical
Center; Pat Mazzola, FNP,
CNM, Nurse Practitioner at
Englewood Hospital; and Rob
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* “Breast Cancer and th
Jewish Family: Support an
Resources”—Shera Dubitsk:
MEd, MA, Sharsheret.

Important Opportunity

“I urge members of th
Ashkenazi Jewish communit
not to pass up this opportunit
to learn about genetics and the:
impact on family planning an
long-term health,” said Rache
Dube, Englewood Hospital an
Medical Center’s Jewish Com
munity Liaison.

The Englewood Hospita
and Medical Center event i
being sponsored by a numbg
of respected organizations, in
cluding the Jewish Geneti
Disease Consortium; Shaar
Zedek Medical Center; Hadas
sah; Sharsheret; Myriad Genet
ic Laboratories; The Nationa
Council of Jewish Women; The
JCC on the Palisades; Genzymi
Genetics; The Village Copier
and Menagerie Caterers.

Seating is limited for thi:
free symposium. Complimen
tary kosher dairy lunch anc
parking will be provided tc
symposium attendees.

To register for the sympo-
sium, call 201-894-3456. Foi
more information or to registel
for reproductive genetic carriel
testing, contact Rachel Dube
at 201-894-3911 or Rachel

Dube@ehmec.com.
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